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Appendix B-1.1 Early Engagement Newsletter 2024

tion, while also
life.

This leaflet contains early information
about our proposal and next steps.

“As well as being renewable and low carbon, solar us and we are continually exploring ways we can better
power is one of the cheapest forms of energy for the support local inttiatives.

UK consumer. A fivefold increase in installed solar

capacity is anticipated by 2035 according to the Thank you for taking time to read this and please contact
Government's Energy Security Strategy (2022) and us directly if you have any questions or suggestions.”

projects such as Meridian Solar will help the UK
accelerate the transition to Net Zero.

We have a long-term vision for Mendian Solar where
we will endeavour to provide a substantial biodiversity

; : Senior Project Engineer, Downing
net gain, support farmers and local agricutture as well - Renewable Developments LLP

as investing in the local community. Forming a strong ' A

relationship with the local community is important to I

y 4 Meridian 3
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a mix of solar infrastructure, battery energy storage systemns (BESS),
environmental enhancements, landscaping and vegetation,

Shaded area represents the land in consideration, this will contain
and bicdiversity net-gain.

g Meridian
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Benefits of solar

Renewable Power for up to 215,000 Homes
Meridian Solar would power encugh renewable energy to power up to
215,000 homes annually.

Supporting the Future of British Agriculture
Solar farms provide a consistent long-term revenue to farmers whilst
iding opportunity to | e the organic guality of agricuttural land
i ‘rest’ period to traditional intensive arable farming.

e of the che
renswakble deminant energy mix can lead
r the UK consumer.

% through
e habitats, planting

y Partnership
artnership is one of the most important aspects LT
d operate Meridian Sclar for the
ommunity benefit will be used to Qk

Contact details:

Keep in touch, et il
we're here to listen.

We understand at this early stage you may have

To speak to a member of the project team,
or to subscribe to our mailing list:

questions regarding our plans for Meridian Solar. We will Email us: enquiries@meridiansolar.co.uk
be consulting with local and national stakeholders to Or call 08006526120 and ask for the Renewable
progress the project and making further information Developments team

available very soon.

y 4 Meridian
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Appendix B-1.2 Stage One Consultation Newsletter
2024

Introducing Meridian Solar About us

Welcome to our Phase One consultation for Meridian Solar is being developed by DRD.
Meridian Solar.

J
1
'

Meridian Solar s a proposed solar farm s to a low carbon economy and

$palding and Holbeach which chiewving net zero. More information about DRD can be
750 Megawatts (MW) of

ncludes associated n

-N

Dattery storage, and a

ricls planned Weston Marsh

substation east of Spalding.

connection to Mationa

Powering approsimately 215,000 homes,
roughly the equivalent of powering all the
This newsletter and the consultation provide us with homes in South Holland, East Lindsey,

E Morth Kesteven and Linooln combined.

Benefitting biodiversity and local ecology.

Providing around 750 megawatts of
elecnidty for export to the national
Transmission network.

This consultation newsletter provides details on

Downing Renewable Developments (DRD), th

Mendian Solar, and how to be

y 4 Meridian 6
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Have your say on Meridian Solar

How to have your say

We want to hear your views. You can provide feedback by:

eridiansolarfa

y 4 Meridian

Solar

11



Meridian Solar Farm | 5.1 Consultation Report Appendix B: Non-Statutory Consultation Materials, March 2026

&y

Appendix B-1.3 Stage One Consultation Feedback Form

2024

This is phase one of our consultation for Meridian

Solar, and your comments will assist us in
developing our proposals in more detail and
refining our project design ahead of statutory
consultaticn. This non-statutory consultation is
open between 30 May 2024 to 11 July 2024,

As part of the consultation, we are also seeking yaur
views on how DRD can best support local initiatives
and provide benefits to the community through the
development of Meridian Solar.

To help inform vour response, we have published a
consultation newsletter, available on the Mendian
Solar website. We have also planned a number of in
person consultation events where project specialists
will be on hand to answer questions and seek to
address any concems people may have regarding
the Scheme.

Meridian

Solar

y 4 Meridian

Lalar

How to rezspond to our consultation
Yau can provide feedback by:

Completing our feedback farm anline at
https://www.meridianselarfarm.couk/

Campleting this feedback form, and returming it to
FREEPOST DOWMING MERIDHAMN

- Submitting your comments or completed
questionnaire by email to
enquiries@meridiansolar.co.uk

A copy of our feedback form is included on the
following page. Our other consultation decurnents,
including an cnline version of this feedback form,
are available on our websita

If you wish to receive paper copies of these documents
or need them in another format, please get in touch by
freephone on 0BOO 652 6120 or by email at
enguiries@meridiansolar.co.uk.

Flease submit your response by 23:59pm on
11 July 2024,

12
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About you

fou do not have to supply personal details in your response to our consultation. However, this will help us
to understand who has accessed our consultation and enable us to keep you updated on Meridian Solar
We may publish a summary of the feedbadk recenved through this consultation, but no information

about an indwvidual would be revealad. The answers you provide to this question are defined as "speca
category data’. f you agree to provide Equality and Diversity information, you can withdraw your
permission at any time.

Mame ... FPostcode ...

Organisation if applicable ... Emiail .......

What is your gender?
Male Mon-Dinary

Female Prefer not to say

What is your age?

Under 16 15-44 54
16-24 45-54 Prefer not to say
25-34 55-64

Data privacy notice

2 h info
itin lime with al

ot

How will DRD use the information
you submit?

hittps:Ywww.downing.co.uk/legals/ privacy-and-
cookie-policy.

Meridian

Solar
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Appendix B-1.4 Stage One Consultation Banners 2024

Meridian

Solar

Solar

; Meridian

Introducing Meridian Seolar

Our proposed solar farm would...

Power approcimately 215,000 homes, reughly the equivalent
of powering all the homes in Scuth Holland, East Lindsey,
Morth Kestesen and Lincoln combined.

e Benedit biodversity and local ecology.

Provide around 750 megawatts of electricity for expaort to the
national transmission network.

Get in touch
Email: enqu

Post: FRE G MERIDIAM
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S

; Meridian

Who is Downing, and why are
we consulting?

“Downing has a long history of making sustainable mvestments to heip
transition the world from fossil fuels to renevable energy. ¥We are eacited
by the oppartunity that M-Er.u:f'm Snf.l.r can bring on a national and local

scale, and look forward to ity and stakehoiders
to bring this project forwand™ | of NSIP Projects, DRD.

Project Programme
F-Up!ulﬁJur Spring
LPa Maating Progect Launch PIKE Rarviaw of Doournerns
PINS Irecaprion M awting May Pria-Sad
Chetes bt Enw o - ' Su e Autumn
LPA, Tachnical Ergagsrmant e DU S ks

LG U

y 4 Meridian 18
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3

Our commitment to you

Sustainability
m Mlaridiom Salar will bo dasigne

eyt wl Do T
Tadrmocgias thal dmeega

B0 OS] e @ithanos Beer aiminoneneel and i hecal aiea

Environment
Wia will loode 1o P dops, POlecl ard, wiera p.lu.!.lu. @nhaed s U ENoSC ahe

M nas and
1 {ELA] that datais

y 4 Meridian
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Meridian

Solar

What makes up Meridian Solar?

Why here?

Mational Grid's projects are cumently creating opportunities for new
renewable energy projects to be developed as part of the UK's renewable
energy transition. n our case, the planned Weston Marsh substation east
of Spalding was identified 2= a suitable grid connection opportunity.

Thiz was the starting paint that led to careful consideration of site options,
based on a range of key factors.

20
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; Meridian

The Connection Corridors

Meridian

Solar
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o

Protecting and enhancing
the environment

y 4 Meridian

Solar
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Sodar

7 Meridian

What is the consultation and
consent process?

MNon-statutory Consultation, 30 May to 11 July 2024 {this round)
) = Statutory Consultation, late 2024 /early 2025

Meridian

Solar
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Sola

; Meridian

Have your say on Meridian Solar

Get in touch

Email: enquiries@

Meridian

Solar

24



ion Materials, March 2026

Non-Statutory Consultat

Meridian Solar Farm | 5.1 Consultation Report Appendix B
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Appendix B-1.6 Stage One Consultation Launch Letter
2024

Meridian Solar Project

Downing Renewable Developments
23 Newton Place, Glasgow G3 7PY
E: enquiries@meridiansolar.co.uk

T: 0800 6526120

www.merdiansolarfarm.co.uk

y 4 Meridian

Saolar

Dear Sir/Madam,
Meridian Solar Phase One consultation: 30 May 2024 to 11 July 2024
We are writing to you to inform you of the launch of the phase cne consultation for Meridian Solar.

Meridian Solar is a proposed solar farm south of Spalding and Halbeach which would supply around
750 Megawatts (MW) of electricity. The proposal also includes associated infrastructure such as co-
located battery storage, and an approximate 12km Grid Connection to Mational Grid's planned Weston
Marsh substation east of Spalding.

Our consultation formally opens on Thursday 30 May 2024, It will be open far & weeks, closing at
11:5%pm on Thursday 11 July 2024,

Consultation is an important factor in the development of our proposals. We value the local
knowledge provided in your responses and where appropriate will seek to address it as part of our
plans.

As part of this consultation, we are holding a series of public information events. At these events, you
will be able to meet the team and ask questions about our proposals,

+ Exhibition, Friday 14 June, Crowland Pavilion, Peterborough PEB #0R, 14:00 - 20:00

+ Exhibition, Saturday 15 June, Moulton Village Hall, Broad Ln, Moulton, Spalding PE12 4PN, 10:00
= 16:00

+ Exhibition, Monday 24 June, Sutton 5t Edmund Village Hall, 273 Broadgate, Sutton 5t Edmund,
Spalding PE12 OLR, 14:00 - 20:00

+ Webinar, Monday 1 July. online, 18:00 - 19:00

We are at an early stage in the design and development of Meridian Solar. We want to hear from
vou on what you think is important as we develop our plans.

You can provide feedback on our early stage proposals by:

+ Completing our feedback form online at https:/ fwww mendiansolarfarm.co.uk/
+ Submitting your comments or completed form by email to enquiriesi@meridiansolar.co.uk

Qur consultation documents, and an online version of our newsletter, are available on our website
hittps:/ fwww mendiansolarfarm.co.uk/.

The attached consultation newsletter provides details on DRD, the plans for Meridian Solar, and how
to be involved with phase one of our consultation on the Scheme.

If you have any questions, please get in touch with the Meridian Solar Community Relations team by
email enquiries@Meridiansolar.co.uk, phone 0800 65246120, or freepost FREEPOST DOWNING
MERIDIAM.

Kind regards,

Head of NSIP Projects
Downing Renewable Developments LLP

y 4 Meridian 26
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Appendix B-1.7 Stage One Consultation Press Release
2024

&y

30 May 2024

Downing Renewable Developments (DRD) starts consultation on Meridian 5olar

The first phase of consultation has opened on a proposed solar farm south of Spalding and Holbeach
which would supply up to 750 Megawatts [MW) of electricity. Meridian Solar is a proposed new
solar farm, co-located with battery storage and has the capacity to generate energy for around
215,000 homes. Given the scale of electricity that is to be produced, the scheme is classified as a
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP), and would make a significant contribution
towards achieving net zero and providing greater energy security for the UK. The panels and battery
storage areas are proposed to be located in the Crowland, Fleet and Sutton St Edmund Parish
Council areas, with a transmission connection to National Grid's planned Weston Marsh substation
east of Spalding also required.

The proposal is being developed by DRD; a certified B-corporation with significant experience of
investing in, developing, delivering, and operating renewable praojects since 2010.

As an MNSIP, Meridian Solar will have to apply for a Development Consent Order (DCO) under the
Planning Act 2008,

David Vernon— Head of NSIP Projects for DRD:

"We are excited to open our first consultation on Meridian to the public, inviting everyone to learn
muoare about this proposal for o nationally significant solar form and tell us their thoughts on the early
proposals. Consultation is an integral part of the development of all DRD's projects, and with the
project in the very eorly stages of design, local knowledge, and local feedback is critical in helping us
shape o project that oddresses o significant national need, but with local impocts and concerns being
identified, oddressed, ond wherever possible, mitigated. ™

The public consultation will run for six weeks from 30 May 2024 to 11 July 2024. This is an
opportunity for the public to share their views before further statutory consultation in late 2024 or
early 2025.

Public exhibitions, where members of the project team will be on hand to answer guestions, are
being held om:

Friday 14 June 14:00 = 20:00 Crowland Pavilion, Peterborough PEE SOR
Saturday 15 June 10:00 = 16:00 Moulton Village Hall, Broad Ln, Moulton, Spalding PEL2 6PN
Monday 24 June Time 14:00 — 20:00 Sutton St Edmund Village Hall, 273 Broadgate, Sutton 5t
Edmiund, Spalding PE12 OLR

+  Monday 1 July 18:00 = 19:00 Online = register on the praject website

For maore information, you can visit www.meridiansolarfarm.co.uk or contact the team at
enguiries@MeridianSolar.co.uk.

You can provide feedback on the proposals by completing a feedback form on our website;
https:/ fwww.meridiansolarfarm.co.uk/.

EMDS

Note to editors:

t_ enguiriesi@meridiansolar.co.uk.

Community Relations

Meridian

Solar
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Appendix B-1.8 Stage One Primary Consultation Zone
2024

1.1.1.  The Stage One Primary Consultation Zone (PCZ) comprised the homes and
businesses surrounding the proposed Scheme boundary. The Scheme

boundary presented at non-statutory consultation is in blue, and the PCZ is
in red.
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Appendix B-1.9 Stage One Consultation Webinar
Presentation 2024
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D Parcel A, Cloot Drive
Parcel B, Queen’s Bank
D Parcel C, Martins Road
D Parcel D, Langary Gate Road
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Classification L2 - Business Data
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Appendix B-1.10 Stage One Consultation Summary
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Contactus

Freephone: 0B0OO 652 6120
Email: enquiries@meridiansolar.co.uk

Website: www.meridiansolarfarm.co.uk
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